
Gallagher Guitars
still bringing

fame to Wartrace
By IMOGENEF.

GREER

Warirace has two
main claims to fame.
Not only is it "the cra-
dle" of the Tennessee
walking horse, it's the
home of Gallagher
Guitars.' .

/ GallagherGuitarCo.,
founded more than four
decades ago in a furni-
ture sho~ in the small
Bedford County town, is
now known tliroughout
the music world .for its
fine instruments.

The furniture busi-
ness was begun in 1939
~y the late John William
Gallagher. The. guitar
business was begun in
1963 after John suffered
an injury at his shop and
had to leave his job
building scale models
for wmd tunnels at
Arnold Engineering
Development Center.

But ills talents didn't
go to waste. Prompted
by the folk music boom,
he began to build guitars
in his shop with tlie help
of his son, Don, who

now owns the business
and is also the town's
mayor.

The company builds
15 different standard
models of guitars in
addition to designing
custom-made guitars for
many famous musicians
who want something
speciaL

Don took over the
responsibility. of operat-
ing the fanuly business
in 1976 when his father
semi-retired. Because
his involvement has
always been "hands-on,"
Don knows the guitar-
building process from
the ground up and takes

. great pr~dein the instru-
ments his company pro-
duces.

. The process used to
build the beautiful,
graceful and delicate
mstruments takes six to
seven weeks and at the
present time, there is a
waiting time of approxi-
mately .six months to
obtain one.

One look .at a
Gallagher guitar makes
you Know the finished
product is well worth

Don's mother, Hazel is his right hand in the
office.Visitors to Gallagher Guitars will find her
at her desk every day, "keeping the records
straight!"

the wait.
"There is no substi-

tute for fine craftsman-
ship in a musical instru-
ment," Don says.

His love for Wartrace.

is evidenced by the fact
that he finds tIme to be
involved in the shaping
of the town's future. Ii1
1980, he became a
member of the town
council and then served
one two-year term as
mayor.

In 1988, he left office
for a short time and then
ran again for mayor. He
is now into his thud year
of another four-year
term.

Over the years,
Wartrace's charter has
changed from a two-
year, to a three-year and
now a four-year term of
office.

Not only was Don
born and brought up in
the town, so were many
of his ancestors.

"In 1807," says Don,
"my forefathers left
Bally Shannon in
Nortl1ern Ireland and
ventured to the United
States. They settled in
Bedford County on
Straight Creek Road.
There. have been
Gallaghers in this area
since that time."
(Continued on Page 8)
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A constant companion to"both Don and Hazel is ''Honey Bear," who
acco~panies Don to work every day. When he leaves the office,she stations
herself in front of the door and patiently waits for his return.
.... ...
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Bedford County r~nks
fifth 'in rate of growth
(Continued from Page 7)

Don's parents, John
William and Hazel
Burks Gallagher, had
another son, William
Edward "Billy" Gal-
lagher, who became a
chemical engineer and
now lives in Fort
Worth" Texas.

After finishing high
school at The ~Webb
School in Bell Buckle,
Don went to Middle
Tennessee State
University and then to
the University of
Akron in Ohio, where
he received a. master's
degree in industrial
ps)'chology in 1974.

The fifth generation
Gallagher in Wartrace,
Don was born 'in 1947
and grew u,l? working
in his father s shop. All
through high school
and college, ~he worked
part-time with his dad,
even taking a year off
from school in 1968 to
help him full time.

In 1969, Don mar-
ried his childhood
sweetheart, Barbara
Jean Adcock, also a
native of Wartrace.

"They knew each
other since third
grade," says Don's
mother, Hazel, "and
when they grew up,
Don just coul(l not live
without her."
_ Hazel, who contin-
ues to be Don's right
hand in the office,
added, "He has always
been a fine boy. He
never gave us any
problems and was a
good'student. I'm very
proud of him."

Don and Jean are
the parents of three
sons. JoseRh Wesley
"Wes" ana his wife
Stephanie presented
the Gallaghers with
their first grandchild,
Cassie Bree, who was
born on Sept. 28, 2004.

Their second son,
Stephen, graduated
from Tennessee Tech
last spring with a
degree In marketing.

Third son Davicfis a
senior at nearb)'
Cascade High School
where his mother, Jean,
teaches sixth grade.

A 11 thT"~13o 1"'\" thp. hr'\"<:'

American; Stephen let-
tered, and David, who is
the last Gallagher to play
for Cascade, will gradu-
ate in 2005, thus ending a
16-year tradition.

Don says he has
seen Wartrace go
through many changes
in his lifetime. .

"Out of the 95 coun-
ties in Tennessee,'~ he
said, "Bedford County
ranks fifth in rate of
growth. It was also one
of the-first municipali-
ties to comply with
state Ad 1101, which
is a law to mandate the
implementation of a
20-xear growth plan., Bedford was one of
the first to put together
a plan projecting how
the county would grow
in the next 20 years,
and how to handle that
growth. This included
fire and police protec-
tion, water and sewer-
age and building and
construction policies.

"Zoning and plan-
nin!! benefits every-
one;' he said. "Though
it is for the good of the
majority, small busi-
nesses ao not tend to
.respond to regulated
growth and are not
always happy to com-
ply with regulations. It
IS,important to regulate
and to be a good neigh-
bor."

Of the manyaccom-
plishments acliieved by
Wartrace, Don Gal-
lagher is especially
proud of the upgrading
of the water system.
When it was discov-
ered that 63 percent of
the water was being
lost be.cause 'of leak-
age, Don headed a sys-
tematic rehabilitatIOn
of the water lines. Both
state and federal grants
helped make that pos-
sible.

Wartrace Water-
works, which has long
owned the rights !O
Cascade Spnng tn
Coffee County, fur-
nishes water for a large
]:>ortion of Bedford
County including Nor-
mandy, Bell Buck-Ie
and a portion of Beech
Grove.
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Josh Murray's contribution to the process neces-
sary to create a Gallagher guitar is called "set up
and repair!' Here, he is lDstalling tuners in a
nearly completed instrument.

· Featurinl100 artists
and craftsman.

· Enterta.inmentthroulh out
the weekend.· The most delicious foods
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for more info: www.tullahomafinearts.org




